The Ferrans enlisted help with their waterfall when, Alice says,

“It was clear we had bitten off more than we could chew.”

Alice and Bert Ferran, with their dogs Abb d Mol 0! tt f their pr -winning w Ll r nin which features a waterfall, pond
y S y al ly, pose at the edge o eir prize | oodland garden in Wells S e

Coneﬂqwer and other perennials surround the pond, the
centerpiece of the Ferrans’ woodland oasis.

Landscae artist

and i i i
perennial flowers carefully selected to coexist with a dozen varieties of ferns and other naturally occurring growth

Alltche and Bert Ferran of Wells are the winners of our Great Garden Contest. See how
ey turned an overgrown ravine into a showy, eco-sensitive, frog-friendly oasis.

By STEPHANIE BOUCHARD
News Assistant

ELLS — “Honey!”
Bert Ferran hol-
lers to his wife,
Alice, across the
garden. “She likes
the dead tree!”

As the garden begins its bend back
toward the house, Bert escorts his visi-
tor to the dead tree, greens sprouting
jauntily around its base. Shorn of limbs,
and nearly completely stripped of bark,
its gray remains make it seem like a
weathered woodland sentinel silently
guarding the garden and its occupants.

Alice Ferran doesn'’t like the tree, but
Bert loves the natural beauty of it.

The Ferrans’ garden took first place in
the Great Garden Contest, sponsored by
the Portland Press Herald/Maine Sun-
day Telegram. It is a 150-foot by 30-foot

ABOUT THE CONTEST

READERS SUBMITTED more thani25
entries to the Great Garden Contest,
sponsored by the Portland Press
Herald/Maine Sunday Telegram. Rules
required them to send three photos
and an essay on what made their gar-
dens special. Entries were ranked for:
creativity; degree of difficulty; design;
beauty; originality; and workmanship.
A winner and three runners-up were
chosen. For profiles of the runners-up
and a complete list of entrants, please
see Page G4.

water garden encircled by perennial
patches bursting with coneflowers and
pink astilbe. The pond is eco-friendly,
with water-filtering plants, such as
water celery and mini-cattails.

Frogs love what the Ferrans have
done with their yard.

Small disgreements aside, the Fer-
rans take pride in their woodland gar-
den. It looks more like an idealized natu-
ral habitat that just sprang up rather
than a garden that is always tended.

Maple, birch and fir trees trim the
property lines. Beyond the tree borders,
the land slopes to the Merriland River.

The centerpiece of the garden is a
pond graced by waterlilies, populated by
frogs and visited by herons. .
? ’];hvre seems little of the human touch
init.

But looks are deceiving. The Ferrans’
home in Wells is in suburbia, not some
magical fairyland. It's close, though, toa
fairyland, because even though there

are homes on wooded lots on their quiet
street, the Wells Reserve is on the back
side of their property — no danger of

Please see CONTEST, Page 64
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s “kitchen garden” in Port Clyde is sur-

Fischer’:
rounded by a tall fence. Inside, she writes, "It is not unlike
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‘Motion-sensor’ faucet now affordable

prohibitive for home use - until
now. The new EZ Faucet
adapter makes any home faucet
automatic and hands-free in just
five minutes. Just remove the
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Nancy Guimond, second-place finisher in the Great Garden

garden” on Munjoy Hill in Portland.

texture. Instead of going with a
plant with solid green leaves, go
with a plant with variegated

leaves.
Guimond, who tends bar at her
sister’s watering hole, the Wine
Bar, has no formal gardening
training. She simply plants what

ol‘u:evnlleyandirisalongthe
property line, and gradually
EIE;v‘keqitrm'.r-plamen‘l.“Gui—
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weeding,

Due to the harsh winter, Gui-
mond lost a lot of the plants, such
uherlavmdnr.omgun,thyme
and her Jackmanii cl is (“but

A on
ing. Her favorites include
Solomon seal and her all-white

walk Rose of Sharon.

Her city garden has been
under t for about 20
years. It got started with just a
little patch of orange daylilies, lily

At three acres, the Woolwich gardens of Chris and Sarah Hall
contain too many flowers and vegetables to count

Dream home, dream gardens

Twenty-five years ago, Chris
and Sarah Hall began transform-
ing a woodlot at the end of a dirt
road in Woolwich into their
dream home.

Chris  built their

» timber-frame house

MAG using wood from their

property, and the couple

spent countless hours creating a
remarkable garden.

Now nearly three acres, the
Halls gardens include a
Japanese-inspired shade garden

with an outdoor shower; a water
garden with a waterfall; a vegeta-
ble garden with heirloom toma-
toes, corn, basil and Italian vege-
tables; a cobbled path in their
formal garden; cottage gardens
featuring Victorian perennials
like delphinium, peonies and day
lilies; a greenhouse attached to
the house; and primroses from
Sarah’s grandmother’s garden.

- Stephanie Bouchard
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development  disrupting their
sanctuary.

o
Staff photo by Jil Brady
Waterlilies bloom in the
Ferrans' pond, sharing space
with pickerel weed, bog
beans, water celery, water
lettuce and mini-cattails.

“We thought if we're going to
have this (ravine), we might as
well make it into a water gar-
den,” says Alice.

For starters, they removed the
honeysuckle  and Iy,

the: llowing the 12 varieties
of fern on
flourish.

Then they enlisted the exper-
tise of Chris and Terri Paquette
of Robin’s Nest in Hollis to help

Abby with the building of a small bog

pond and gently cascading
waterfalls.

“We were doing it all our-
selves,” says Alice. “It was clear
we had bitten off more than we
could chew.”

The Paguettes shaped out the
bog pond and stream and put in
the rocks and pebbles that line
them. The crew from Robin’s

their property to nigh

thatgavemeanexmseforbw»
ing new stuff”). She has replaced
some of what she lost and added
some small trees.

Primarily created as a shade
garden because of a 45foet
mpleueenextdoor.uwgamen

more than 350 varieties of day |

On the Buxton property of Joan and William Mitchell grow

Staff photo by Derek Davis

Contest, escapes to her “pocket

will undergo more changes soon.

i moving
in so close to her, Guimond val-
ues the ility of her garden

wonderful it is to listen to the
water and watch the birds,” she
says. “It's (the garden) very
important to me. It keeps me

News Assistant Stephanie Bouchard can
be contacted at 7916455 or at
sbouchard@pressherald.com

ilies

Here’s a dilly of alily garden

William and Joan Mitchell
have been developing their gar-
den in Buxton for more than 25

years.
Among the tall trees on their
nearly two-acre wooded
M lot grow more than 350
named hybrid day lilies.
In fact the Mitchells
maintain an official American
Hemerocallis Society (day lily)
display garden.

Of the 10 most wanted day lil-
jes, the Mitchells have eight,
including Strawberry Candy (a
pinkred), Barbara Mitchel
(pink), and Siloam Double Clas-
sic (pink).

The Mitchells buy their day

Nest sealed the bottom of the
pond with an EPA-approved
sealer, a modified vegetable-oil
emulsion. Sealing the pond helps
stabilize its ecosystem and keeps
down weeds without using pesti-
cides. The Ferrans avoid using
pesticides because they don't
want to kill off any of the plants
whose growth they have
fostered.

The Paquettes suggested the
use of water-filtering plants for a
healthier pond. The Ferrans put
pickerel weed, bog beans, water
celery, water lettuce and mini-
cattails in the bog pond. They
went with mini-cattails because
they aren't as likely to overtake
everything as would full-size cat-
tails. They knew that pickerel
weed grows like wildfire but
planted it anyway. They just have
to keep on top of its growth.

The Ferrans also added light-
ing to the pond after the Paque-
ttes pointed out it would allow
them to enjoy the pond into the

ight.

The water-filtering plants and
the bog pond and waterfalls were
put in a year ago.

“They (the Robin’s Nest crew)
spent a whole summer with us,”
says Alice. With only one season
of growth, the plants are flourish-
ing “With water gardening,”
says Alice, “things grow really
fast”

Bert points out a not-so-
beneficial burst of growth they
had in the pond that happened
after they fertilized the lawn. “We
had algae so thick the frogs could

Jilies locally. They have both new
and old varieties and spiders and
miniatures. They have day lilies
in every color except true white
and true blue, which don't exist

By selectively cutting trees, the
Mitchells have created a garden
that retains its woodland setting
but features walkable grassy
paths lined with hosta and other
shade-loving plants, such as gin-
ger, fern and ligularia

The wooded garden, complete
with birdhouses and birdbaths, is
also a haven for birds, bees and
other wildlife.

- Stephanie Bouchard

walk across it,” says Bert

The Ferrans admit their gar
dening projects have been
mostly trial and error (“mostly
error,” says Bert), but it’s obvi-
ous that their work has paid off
Pink astilbe, red and blue lobelia,
black flowering sedge and cone-
flower (echinacea) grace the
curves of the pond

Birds of every stripe, from car
dinals to waxwings to gold
finches to owls, sing from the
trees. The Ferrans also get their
share of fourfooted creatures:
coyotes, deer and fishers

“What a nature lesson this has
been,” Bert says.

Their pond is inundated with
frogs - a sure sign that the water
is clean. They make quite a
racket at times. Most of them get
picked off by hungry herons, and
occasionally by one of the Fer-
rans’ cats, a sleek orange-
furred, green-eyed fellow named
Hobbs.

For the Ferrans, their garden
enriches their lives by being part
artwork, part beneficial exercise,
as well as a way of communing
with nature.

“] was wading in (the pond)
planting lilies,” explains Alice. “1
noticed the tiniest frog . .. 1 could
never have seen that unless I
was in it . .. It's kind of like going
back to nature in your own

yard”
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